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The classic bestselling resource for every American home. Choosing fabrics, cleaning china,

keeping the piano in tune, making a good fire, folding a fitted sheet, setting the dining room table,

keeping surfaces free of food pathogens, watering plants, removing stains -- Home Comforts

addresses the meanings as well as the methods of hands -- on housekeeping to help you manage

everyday chores, find creative solutions to modern domestic dilemmas, and enhance the

experience of life at home.  Further topics include: Making up a bed with hospital corners, Expert

recommendations for safe food storage, Reading care labels (and sometimes carefully disregarding

them), Keeping your home free of dust mites and other allergens, Home safety and security, A

summary of laws applicable to the home, including privacy, accident liability, contracts, and

domestic employees and more in this practical, good-humored, historic, philosophical, even

romantic, guidebook to the art of household management.
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I bought this book without knowing anything about it. As a thirtysomething single man who just

bought his first house, I've been looking for the practical information that I never got growing up

(more my fault than mom's), and after idly flipping through this book in the store, I was convinced

that I'd found it. The amount of venom contained in many of the reviews here was frankly

astonishing to me, and for a moment I wondered if I'd wandered onto the wrong page by

mistake.Home Comforts is not "the fascists guide to spotless houses at the expense of friends,



family, career, and joy". Indeed, the author repeatedly stresses that her methods and schedules are

suggestions, nothing more, and goes to great lengths to explain why each task should be done in

the first place, and how to balance the effort against the benefits. I found nothing in it to suggest that

I, living alone in my brand-new house, should be forced into hours of weekly drudgery in order to

meet an irrational white-glove standard; what I found was a set of clear explanations that would

allow me to make informed choices on how to set my own standards and keep up with them in a

reasonable and realistic way.Attempting to read it from cover to cover in one sitting is indeed

overwhelming, and I can see why it left some people feeling inadequate or with the false impression

that the author was looking down her nose at the readers. I didn't know most of those things either,

and much of what I thought I knew was wrong.Some aspects that others find off-putting added to

the charm for me. Who but a lawyer would, when faced with the complications of laundry care

labels, reach immediately for the federal regulations governing them?
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